
Global Mega Trends 
 

 

The Millennium Project State of the Future Report, UN Backed Project 

 

http://www.millennium-project.org/millennium/201314SOF.html 

 

1. Stagnation in democracy – decreased privacy, increased financial influencing of governments 

balanced by increased education and communication between citizens. 

2. Economic growth 

3. Increased life expectancy 

4. Increase average age of population 

5. Population growth – 9.6Bn people by 2050 

6. Internet of things, increased intelligence in computerized things, global convergence of ICT, Web 

3.0 (pre-emptive advice and intelligence from the web). 

7. Bio-technological advances 

8. Climate change 

9. Increased literacy and education, enabled by different technologies and economic progress 

10. A more peaceful world – less military conflict 

11. Increased equality and status of women 

12. Increased transnational organized crime 

13. Increase in energy production, increasingly from renewable sources 

 

 

Pew Research Center directly from the World Economic Forum 

 

http://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2013/11/20/experts-rank-the-top-10-global-trends/ 

 

1. Rising societal tensions in the Middle East and North Africa – People in this region were mostly 

dissatisfied with their country direction, according to the Pew Research Center’s survey of 

people across the globe this year. This includes particular disappointment in Lebanon (88% 

dissatisfied), the Palestinian territories (87%) and Tunisia (81%). 

2. Widening income disparities  – One of the most striking findings from our recent survey of 

general publics across the globe was the degree to which people see the gap between rich and 

poor as a major challenge. In 31 of 39 nations, half or more of those polled said inequality is a 

very big problem in their country. 

3. Persistent structural unemployment – The spring survey found that two-thirds or more in most 

countries say a lack of employment opportunities is a very big problem. When asked which of 

the four issues – inflation, unemployment, inequality or debt – the government should address 

first, 22 of the 39 publics surveyed said jobs. 

http://www.millennium-project.org/millennium/201314SOF.html
http://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2013/11/20/experts-rank-the-top-10-global-trends/


4. Intensifying cyber threats – U.S. policy experts were very concerned about the threat of cyber-

attacks from China, according to our survey last year. However, while the World Economic 

Forum survey identified cyber threats as a top concern, 47% of experts admitted they have 

limited knowledge of the problem. 

5. Inaction on climate change – A median of 54% or more of people surveyed in Canada, Europe, 

the Asia Pacific, Latin America and Africa saw global warming as a major threat to their 

countries, according to our global survey. However, only 40% of Americans and a median of 42% 

in the Middle East region regarded global climate change as a major concern. 

6. Diminishing confidence in economic policies – In our polls conducted across the globe, people 

voiced widespread concerns about economic conditions in their countries. Indeed, attitudes 

were particularly grim in European countries, such as France (only 9% said good), 4% said the 

same in Spain, 3% in Italy and just 1% in Greece. Nevertheless, in emerging markets such as 

China, 88% of the people said their economy was doing well. 

7. A lack of values in leadership – Between 2007 and 2012, confidence in Organization for 

Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) national governments declined from 45% to 

40% on average, making it difficult for national authorities to mobilize support for necessary 

reforms, according to a recent report by the OECD. In the U.S., public trust in government has 

fallen substantially since 1958 and is near an all-time low. 

8. The expanding middle class in Asia – More than any other region, Asians are hopeful about the 

economic prospects for the next generation. In contrast to Asia’s relatively positive outlook, 

majorities in the United States, Canada, and throughout Western Europe believe the economic 

future will be worse for the next generation. 

9. The growing importance of megacities – Life is increasingly lived in the world’s urban centers. 

According to the United Nations Population Division, more than half of the world’s population 

lives in urban areas. However, not all of the world’s regions are equally urban. Africa, for 

example, is predicted to reach 50 percent urbanization by 2035. 

10. The rapid spread of misinformation online – One-third (30%) of the world’s youth have been 

active online for at least five years, according to the International Telecommunication Union. 

Social networking has also spread around the world. In 19 of 21 countries, about three-in-ten or 

more of those polled use sites such as Facebook, according to our survey last year. 

 

 

National Intelligence Council, US Government Agency 

 

http://www.dni.gov/index.php/about/organization/national-intelligence-council-global-trends 

 

1. Individual empowerment - Individual empowerment will accelerate owing to poverty reduction, 

growth of the global middle class, greater educational attainment, widespread use of new 

communications and manufacturing technologies, and health-care advances. 

2. Diffusion of power - There will not be any hegemonic power. Power will shift to networks and 

coalitions in a multipolar world. 

http://www.dni.gov/index.php/about/organization/national-intelligence-council-global-trends


3. Demographic patterns - The demographic arc of instability will narrow. Economic growth might 

decline in “aging” countries. Sixty percent of the world’s population will live in urbanized areas; 

migration will increase. 

4. Food, Water, Energy Nexus - Demand for these resources will grow substantially owing to an 

increase in the global population. Tackling problems pertaining to one commodity will be linked 

to supply and demand for the others. 

 

Tectonic Shifts between now and 2030 

 

Growth of the 
Global Middle 
Class  

Middle classes most everywhere in the developing world are poised to expand 
substantially in terms of both absolute numbers and the percentage of the 
population that can claim middleclass status during the next 15-20 years.  

Wider Access to 
Lethal and 
Disruptive 
Technologies  

A wider spectrum of instruments of war—especially precision-strike capabilities, 
cyber instruments, and bioterror weapony—will become accessible. Individuals 
and small groups will have the capability to perpetrate large-scale violence and 
disruption—a capability formerly the monopoly of states.  

Definitive Shift of 
Economic Power 
to the East and 
South  

The US, European, and Japanese share of global income is projected to fall from 56 
percent today to well under half by 2030. In 2008, China overtook the US as the 
world’s largest saver; by 2020, emerging markets’ share of financial assets is 
projected to almost double.  

Unprecedented 
and Widespread 
Aging  

Whereas in 2012 only Japan and Germany have matured beyond a median age of 
45 years, most European countries, South Korea, and Taiwan will have entered the 
post-mature age category by 2030. Migration will become more globalized as both 
rich and developing countries suffer from workforce shortages.  

Urbanization Today’s roughly 50-percent urban population will climb to nearly 60 percent, or 4.9 
billion people, in 2030. Africa will gradually replace Asia as the region with the 
highest urbanization growth rate. Urban centers are estimated to generate 80 
percent of economic growth; the potential exists to apply modern technologies 
and infrastructure, promoting better use of scarce resources.  

Food and Water 
Pressures  

Demand for food is expected to rise at least 35 percent by 2030 while demand for 
water is expected to rise by 40 percent. Nearly half of the world’s population will 
live in areas experiencing severe water stress. Fragile states in Africa and the 
Middle East are most at risk of experiencing food and water shortages, but China 
and India are also vulnerable.  

US Energy 
Independence  

With shale gas, the US will have sufficient natural gas to meet domestic needs and 
generate potential global exports for decades to come. Increased oil production 
from difficult-to-access oil deposits would result in a substantial reduction in the 
US net trade balance and faster economic expansion. Global spare capacity may 
exceed over 8 million barrels, at which point OPEC would lose price control and 
crude oil prices would collapse, causing a major negative impact on oil-export 
economies. 

  

 

European Union Institute for Security Studies 

 



http://www.iss.europa.eu/uploads/media/ESPAS_report_01.pdf 

 

Part I - The empowerment of individuals: a global human community but a growing expectations gap 

1. The empowerment of individuals 

2. Converging values and demands but risks of extremism 

3. Demands for Political Participation but Dangers of Populism 

Part II. Greater human development but inequality, climate change and scarcity 

4. A rising middle class but persistent poverty and inequality 

5. Climate change and scarcities: the challenges to human development 

6. Human security: protecting citizens 

Part III – A polycentric world but a growing governance gap 

7. A power shift to Asia but greater uncertainty 

8. Diffusion of power but dangers of fragmentation 

9. Global initiatives but a governance gap 

Part IV – Greater uncertainties but broader opportunities 

10. An age of convergence or conflicting nationalisms? 

11. An age of scarcity or human development? 

12. An age of multilateralism or fragmentation? 

 

 

Copenhagen Institute for Futures Studies, Danish Government Agency 

 

http://www.cifs.dk/scripts/artikel.asp?id=1469 

 

1. Aging – lower birthrate, higher life expectancies, smaller labor pool, higher social costs 

2. Globalization – people more alike globally, regionalization of behaviors and preferences 

3. Technological development - information technology, biotechnology, nanotechnology, and 

energy 

4. Prosperity – lower in Africa and Middle East because of their higher fertility rates. 

5. Individualization 

6. Commercialization – wider range of products and services available globally. 

7. Health and environment – ecology, personal health & fitness, longetivity 

8. Acceleration – increased rate of change 

9. Network organizing 

10. Urbanization –implications for infrastructure development, social cohesiveness and economic 

impacts on society 

 

 

Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial Research Organisation, Australia's national science 

agency. 

 

http://www.iss.europa.eu/uploads/media/ESPAS_report_01.pdf
http://www.cifs.dk/scripts/artikel.asp?id=1469


http://www.csiro.au/Portals/Partner/Futures/Our-Future-World.aspx 

 

1. More from less. The earth has limited supplies of natural mineral, energy, water and food 

resources essential for human survival and maintaining lifestyles. 

2. Going, going ... gone? Many of the world's natural habitats, plant species and animal species are 

in decline or at risk of extinction. 

3. The silk highway. Coming decades will see the world economy shift from west to east and north 

to south. 

4. Forever young. The ageing population is an asset. Australia and many other countries that make 

up the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD) have an ageing 

population. 

5. Virtually here. This megatrend explores what might happen in a world of increased connectivity 

where individuals, communities, governments and businesses are immersed into the virtual 

world to a much greater extent than ever before. 

6. Great expectations. This is a consumer, societal, demographic and cultural megatrend. It 

explores the rising demand for experiences over products and the rising importance of social 

relationships. 

 

 

KPMG, Accountants and Business Consultants 

 

http://www.kpmg.com/Global/en/IssuesAndInsights/ArticlesPublications/future-state-

government/Pages/what-are-the-global-megatrends.aspx 

 

 

1. Demographics - Higher life expectancy and falling birth rates are increasing the proportion of 

elderly people across the world, challenging the solvency of social welfare systems, including 

pensions and healthcare. Some regions are also facing the challenge of integrating large youth 

populations into saturated labor markets. 

2. Rise of the individual - Advances in global education, health and technology have helped 

empower individuals like never before, leading to increased demands for transparency and 

participation in government and public decision- making. These changes will continue, and are 

ushering in a new era in human history in which, by 2022, more people will be middle class than 

poor. 

3. Enabling technology - Information and communications technology (ICT) has transformed 

society over the last 30 years. A new wave of technological advances is now creating novel 

opportunities, while testing governments’ ability to harness their benefits and provide prudent 

oversight. 

4. Economic interconnectedness - The interconnected global economy will see a continued 

increase in the levels of international trade and capital flows, but unless international 

conventions can be strengthened, progress and optimum economic benefits may not be 

realized. 

http://www.csiro.au/Portals/Partner/Futures/Our-Future-World.aspx
http://www.kpmg.com/Global/en/IssuesAndInsights/ArticlesPublications/future-state-government/Pages/what-are-the-global-megatrends.aspx
http://www.kpmg.com/Global/en/IssuesAndInsights/ArticlesPublications/future-state-government/Pages/what-are-the-global-megatrends.aspx


5. Public debt - Public debt is expected to operate as a significant constraint on fiscal and policy 

options through to 2030 and beyond. Governments’ ability to bring debt under control and find 

new ways of delivering public services will affect their capacity to respond to major social, 

economic and environmental challenges. 

6. Economic power shift - Emerging economies are lifting millions out of poverty while also 

exerting more influence in the global economy. With a rebalancing of global power, both 

international institutions and national governments will need a greater focus on maintaining 

their transparency and inclusiveness. 

7. Climate change - Rising greenhouse gas emissions (GHGs) are causing climate change and driving 

a complex mix of unpredictable changes to the environment while further taxing the resilience 

of natural and built systems. Achieving the right combination of adaptation and mitigation 

policies will be difficult for most governments. 

8. Resource stress - The combined pressures of population growth, economic growth and climate 

change will place increased stress on essential natural resources (including water, food, arable 

land and energy). These issues will place sustainable resource management at the center of 

government agendas. 

9. Urbanization - Almost two-thirds of the world’s population will reside in cities by 2030. 

Urbanization is creating significant opportunities for social and economic development and 

more sustainable living, but is also exerting pressure on infrastructure and resources, 

particularly energy. 

 

 

PWC, Accountants and Business Consultants 

 

http://www.pwc.com/gx/en/issues/megatrends/index.jhtml 

 

1. Demographic shifts – aging population, emerging middle classes 

2. Shift in economic power – economic rebalancing to developing world 

3. Accelerating urbanization – creation of megacities 

4. Resource scarcity and climate change – food, water, safety, energy 

5. Technological breakthroughs – smart phones / mobile communication, internet of things, 

nanotechnology 

 

 

Credit Suisse, Bank and Investment Advisors 

 

https://www.credit-suisse.com/us/private_banking/doc/gi_globalmegatrends.pdf 

 

1. Made in China -> Created in China. Chinese companies need to boost their innovation 

capabilities and enhance their creativity so that “Created in China” becomes synonymous with 

the country’s products. 

http://www.pwc.com/gx/en/issues/megatrends/index.jhtml
https://www.credit-suisse.com/us/private_banking/doc/gi_globalmegatrends.pdf


2. Demographic challenge. People are now living longer, as they benefit from better health care 

and greater prosperity than their parents and grandparents. An aging population presents 

opportunities to cater for a whole new group of older consumers eager to make more 

imaginative use of their time. 

3. Averting future food shortages. Biotechnology innovations can boost the productivity of 

agriculture and water, and help provide food security in developing countries. However, the 

reluctance to apply the technology in parts of the high-income countries, due to consumers 

preferences and misgivings over safety, is creating delays in its utilization that may prove costly 

for the poor. 

4. Science or science fiction? Robots and automated machines are already part of our everyday 

lives, providing huge benefits in fields from medicine to transportation and manufacturing. But, 

says Rolf Pfeifer, Professor at the University of Zurich’s Department of Informatics, many 

challenges lie ahead if robots are to emulate humans, given the complexities of our own species. 

5. “Going beyond our limitations”. Computers whose intelligence far outstrips our own, the virtual 

reality of the film “The Matrix” and tiny robots that travel through our bloodstreams destroying 

pathogens may seem like the stuff of the distant future. But scientist and inventor Ray Kurzweil 

says not only are they coming, but they will be with us soon, as exponential growth in 

computing power changes our lives and, indeed, our very beings. 

6. The road to a green future. The need to cut carbon emissions and use our natural resources 

sustainably requires the introduction of a host of new green technologies to power our vehicles, 

provide electricity and make an impact in many other areas of our lives. That provides major 

opportunities for companies, in both the developed and developing world, to seek a share of a 

fast-expanding market. But the transition from fossil fuels to green technologies will be neither 

swift nor smooth. 

 

 

Thierry Malleret, Professor and Economist 

 

Six Global Mega-Trends and How To Make Them Work For You 

 

1. Unfavorable demographics. 1Bn extra people every 20 years = 50M people per year. Aging 

population. Biggest potential impact in currently developing counties that will become old 

before becoming wealthy, e.g much of Latin America, South Asia and the Muslim world. 

2. Resource scarcity – Large growth of (Indian and Chinese) middle class implies massive demand 

on energy, water, electricity as well as consumer products and the resources that they use. 

3. Climate change – leading to high food prices / food shortages and water wars. 

4. Geopolitical rebalancing, with power and economic strength moving from US, Japan and Europe 

to China, India and Brazil. 

5. Indebtedness and fiscal issues – National level debt in US, UK, Japan and Euro-zone will affect 

growth and employment in those countries for years to come. Their global economic impact will 

subsequently affect the rest of the world except low debt and insular countries like India and 

Brazil. 

http://www.amazon.com/gp/r.html?R=2FRJFONZQDUCE&C=O5ID2HJ90BI3&H=CINYLBLKNIBTCFMAFBFHIRH3CJ4A&T=C&U=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.amazon.com%2Fdp%2FB00BEKJEUM%2Fref%3Dpe_385040_118058080_TE_M1T1DP


6. Rising inequalities – leading to dissatisfaction amongst the middle class. 

 

 

Siemens, Industrial Conglomerate 

 

1. Demographic change 

2. Climate change 

3. Urbanization 

4. Globalization 

5. Digital transformation 

 

 

Frost and Sullivan, Technology Market Researchers 

 

http://horizonwatching.typepad.com/horizonwatching/2010/12/frost-sullivan-global-megatrends-

shaping-our-future.html 

 

1. Urbanization 

2. Social trends: a) Geo Socialization (social networks and geo tagging), b) Generation Y’s cultural 

influence and c) Reverse Brain Drain 

3. Increased satellites in orbit – new applications from satellite communications 

4. Cyber warfare, will be everyday occurrence (World War 3?) 

5. Robot technology, and AI 

6. Virtual worlds in communication and data access 

7. Cloud computing 

8. Innovation to Zero: innovation to eradicate accidents, failures, emissions. 

9. Infrastructure development and new transportation corridors, especially water, power, road, rail 

shipping. 

10. E-mobility – electronic vehicles 

11. Healthcare expenditure will rise 

 

 

LioNBRIDGE, Consultancy 

 

http://www.slideshare.net/Lionbridge/global-megatrends 

 

1. Globalization 

2. Rise of the networks 

3. Open innovation 

 

 

http://horizonwatching.typepad.com/horizonwatching/2010/12/frost-sullivan-global-megatrends-shaping-our-future.html
http://horizonwatching.typepad.com/horizonwatching/2010/12/frost-sullivan-global-megatrends-shaping-our-future.html
http://www.slideshare.net/Lionbridge/global-megatrends


Strategic Business Insights, Consultancy 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NaDUi6BGII4 

 

1. Increasing productivity – leads to higher inequality 

2. Business increasingly more powerful than governments 

3. The global mind – the internet 

4. Changing demographics – aging population 

5. Currencies and credit – Long term ramifications of increased government debt in the West 

6. Resource depletion – water, topsoil, increased commodity prices => food and commodity 

shortages 

7. Global warming 

8. Biotechnology 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NaDUi6BGII4

